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Matthew 28:1-10; John 15:26-27 

 

You’ve heard of Christmas in July. So what about Easter in May? Since you could not be here on 

Easter Sunday, we are going to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection today. Whether you are with us in 

the church or joining us online, every Sunday is a celebration of the resurrection. The early 

Christians moved their worship services from the Jewish Sabbath (or Saturday) to Sunday to 

celebrate the resurrection and to worship God on the first day of the week.  

 

Today also happens to be the celebration of Pentecost, the day the Disciples received the gift of 

the Holy Spirit. Jewish people and converts to Judaism scattered around the Mediterranean Sea 

and the Middle East came to celebrate in Jerusalem. We are celebrating both Easter and 

Pentecost today because together they change everything for us and everything about us.  

 

The Disciples faced a lot of changes from Good Friday when Jesus died to Easter when Jesus 

rose from the dead and onto Pentecost when they received the Holy Spirit at Jesus had promised. 

From Good Friday to Easter Sunday their focus went from the cross to the tomb and the stone. 

Without the cross there is no tomb. Without the tomb, there is no stone. Without the stone there 

is no empty tomb and resurrection. If there is no resurrection, then we are wasting our time.  

 

The Cross was a Roman tool of execution. The Jews found the cross offensive. It didn’t make 

any sense to them. The cross is offensive to some people today. They try to get them removed 

from both public and private property and come up with all kinds of justifications for their 

opposition. But we should not be offended by the cross. Jesus’ cross is the declaration of God’s 

unconditional love. It is the symbol of Jesus’ ultimate sacrifice for us and the place of His victory 

over sin, death and the devil. 

 

Jesus’ body was taken down from the cross and placed in a tomb. The Romans were 

professionals when it came to executions. Jesus was dead before they took His body down from 

the cross. If Jesus did not die, then the cross is a hoax and there is no resurrection. But Jesus 

shows that the grave is a place of transformation. Paul tells us, “Our bodies are buried in 

brokenness, but they will be raised in glory. They are buried in weakness, but they will be raised 

in strength.” (1 Corinthians 15:43) 

 

When the Stone was rolled in front of the tomb, the hopes of  Jesus’ followers died and was 

sealed inside. Guards were posted and the stone was sealed so that no one would touch it. The 

stone was rolled away on Easter to reveal that the tomb was empty and that Jesus had risen from 

the dead. The cross, the tomb and the stone are symbols of how everything changed then. 

 



We live in a time when so many people turn to experts for insight and understanding.  The 

experts in Jerusalem didn’t know what they were talking about the day Jesus rose. The Chief 

Priests, the members of the Sanhedrin and Pontius Pilate were the experts. But they got is wrong. 

They all thought Jesus was still dead. 

 

The soldiers who were sent to guard the tomb were the ones to feel the earthquake and see the 

angel of the Lord roll away the stone. They were guards, not experts. But they saw the truth. The 

two Mary’s weren’t experts either. But they were witnesses who saw and heard both the angel 

and the Risen Lord. Two groups of non-experts reported on the resurrection. The guards reported 

to the chief priest and their news hits a dead end. The women told the Disciples and 50 days later 

the news began to spread throughout the world. Jesus resurrection changed everything. 

 

What changed the Disciples? On the night of the Last Supper, Jesus promised them, “I will send 

you the Advocate—the Spirit of truth. He will come to you from the Father and will testify all 

about me.” (John 15:26-27)  

 

The Holy Spirit would be their guide for the mission Jesus gave them to the world. It was not 

going to be easy. The Disciples were facing a great unknown. They didn’t know what their future 

would be or what kind of an opposition would be waiting for them. But they knew that the Holy 

Spirit was going to be with them to lead and guide them. 

 

We don’t know what the future looks like for us either. The Corona Virus Crisis and the 

government’s response to it leave everything up in the air. When will our nation and state 

reopen? How long will it take for the economy to recover? Will schools reopen in the fall? Will 

there be a second wave of the Corona Virus? How is all of this going to affect our church? We 

don’t know.  

 

I don’t know what my upcoming retirement will look like. I thought I would be involved in part 

time ministry helping churches through times of transitions. Now I don’t know if that option will 

still be open for me. We know that Pastor Andy will be the next Pastor at Peace. I’ve very glad 

and thankful that he has accepted the Call to Peace. I pray that God will use him to lead Peace 

into the next phases of ministry even if we don’t know exactly what that will look like.  

 

Jesus gives us the Holy Spirit to guide us through the twists and turns in the future. The Spirit 

helps us to see and believe that we are sinful people who have been given a new life and new 

purpose by Christ. The Spirit helps us see that we cannot be good enough on our own. We can’t 

do enough good to make up for the wrong we have done. The Spirit leads us to realize that our 

lives are not about doing good but about being made good in Christ, having a new life in Him. 

 



The Spirit helps us to find the right way to navigate through life. The world is on a different path. 

The world thinks that success is measured by material things, that greatness is having people 

serve you, that wisdom comes from higher education, that pleasure, power, popularity and 

position are the things that count the most in life. 

 

The Holy Spirit redefines life for us. Success is not measured by material things. The greatest are 

the servants of others. Wisdom comes from God and His Word. The world does not revolve 

around us. The Spirit helps us make good decisions because the Spirit guides us to the Truth. 

That truth is Jesus. He shows us the way to live and gives us the gift of live.  

 

Jesus’ resurrection and the gift of the Spirit change everything for us. Our lives are not just about 

going to heaven. Our lives are about trusting God to be with us through the unknown and 

troubling times. Our lives are about honoring the Lord, serving others and pointing them to Jesus 

so that they can look inside the empty tomb and discover God’s unconditional love for them.  

 

Jesus’ resurrection changes everything. The gift of the Holy Spirit is the guide and the power 

source we need to live the new life we have in Christ.  

 

 

 


