
Sunday, May 24, 2020   

11:00 am Worship   
 

PRE SERVICE MUSIC     
      

WELCOME          Larry Courson, Pastor 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP       

Jesus called the Holy Spirit by the word "Advocate" - or helper. 

Jesus said that the Father would send the Holy Spirit in His name. 

The Holy Spirit will teach you everything and remind you of all that Jesus said. 

Come, Holy Spirit. Teach us, fill us, mold us, use us. Amen. 
 

OPENING PRAISE  Better Is One Day   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY    

Almighty God, sometimes the difficulties and burdens of our lives cause us to doubt Your  

goodness. We are an anxious people, often grasping to trust in Your promise to work all things 

for good. Increase our faith and grant us Your peace, that our lives will demonstrate our trust in 

You. We ask this with confidence in Jesus’ name, knowing that we are Your cherished children. 

Amen. 

 

VIDEO    “Honoring America’s Great Heroes” 
 

READING OF PSALM 67 (NLT) 

May God be merciful and bless us. 

May His face smile with favor on us.   

May Your ways be known throughout the earth, Your saving power among people everywhere. 

May the nations praise You, O God. 

Yes, may all the nations praise You. 

Let the whole world sing for joy, because You govern the nations with justice 

and guide the people of the whole world.   

May the nations praise You, O God. 

Yes, may all the nations praise You. 

Then the earth will yield its harvests, and God, our God, will richly bless us. 

Yes, God will bless us, and people all over the world will fear Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

  



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE     (Memory Card) 

 

FIRST READING Daniel 3:13-18  (NLT) 

   The faith of three men in the face of fire  

Then Nebuchadnezzar flew into a rage and ordered that Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be 

brought before him. When they were brought in, 
 
Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true,  

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you refuse to serve my gods or to worship the gold  

statue I have set up? 
 
I will give you one more chance to bow down and worship the statue I have 

made when you hear the sound of the musical instruments  But if you refuse, you will be thrown 

immediately into the blazing furnace. And then what god will be able to rescue you from my  

power?”  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to  

defend ourselves before you. 
 
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God whom we serve is 

able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your Majesty.  
 
But even if he doesn’t, we 

want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never serve your gods or worship the gold 

statue you have set up.” 

  

SECOND READING      1 John 4:15-21   (NLT) 

God’s perfect love drives out fear 

All who declare that Jesus is the Son of God have God living in them, and they live in God. 
 
We 

know how much God loves us, and we have put our trust in his love.  God is love, and all who live 

in love live in God, and God lives in them. 
  
And as we live in God, our love grows more perfect. So 

we will not be afraid on the day of judgment, but we can face him with confidence because we live 

like Jesus here in this world.  Such love has no fear, because perfect love expels all fear. If we are 

afraid, it is for fear of punishment, and this shows that we have not fully experienced his perfect 

love. 
 
We love each other

 
because he loved us first.  If someone says, “I love God,” but hates a 

fellow believer, that person is a liar; for if we don’t love people we can see, how can we love God, 

whom we cannot see? 
  
And he has given us this command: Those who love God must also love 

their fellow believers. 

  

VIDEO:  Sarah Sawin’s Statement of Faith 

 
 

GOSPEL READING    John 14:23-29 (NLT)  

Jesus’ promise of the Spirit and Peace  

Jesus replied, “All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we will come and 

make our home with each of them. 
 
Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. And remember, 

my words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent me. 
 
I am telling you 

these things now while I am still with you. 
 
But when the Father sends the Advocate as my  

representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of  

everything I have told you.  
 
“I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace 

I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid. 
 
Remember what I told you: I 

am going away, but I will come back to you again. If you really loved me, you would be happy that 

I am going to the Father, who is greater than I am. 
 
I have told you these things before they  

happen so that when they do happen, you will believe.  

 

 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

He is the true and living God, worthy to receive glory and honor and power. 

He created all things; by His will they existed and were created. 

We believe in the Lord Jesus Christ; all things came into being through Him. 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

In Him all things in heaven and on earth were created. 

He Himself is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. 

Being in the form of God, He emptied himself,  

He took the form of a slave, and was born in human likeness. 

Being found in human form, He humbled himself 

He became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross. 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures; 

He was buried; He was raised on the third day, according to the Scriptures. 

God also highly exalted Jesus: He gave him the name that is above every name. 

God has put all things under His feet: 

He made Him the head over all things for the church, which is His body. 

We believe that Jesus died and rose again: 

Through Jesus, God will bring with Him those who have died. 

As all die in Adam, so all will be made alive in Christ. 

Thanks be to God. who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 OFFERING AND PRAYER 

Gracious God, Jesus promised His disciples the gift of the Holy Spirit, a gift that remains as  

powerful and transformative today as it was on the first Pentecost. With generous and thankful 

hearts, we offer our gifts to You — our time, treasure and talent, but most of all, our hearts.  

Use us and these offerings for Your purposes and glory. Amen. 

 

MESSAGE SONG    I Give You My Heart  

  

MESSAGE       “Living in a Changing World:  Peace in the Face of Fear” 



 

 

Living in a Changing World: Peace in the Face of Fear John 14:23-29  5-24-2020 

 

This Memorial Day weekend we remember those who paid the ultimate price for the freedoms we 

have as Americans. I can’t imagine the fear they must have faced as they landed on the beaches of 

Normandy, fought in the jungles of Vietnam or faced suicide bombers in Afghanistan. I’m thankful 

they did.  

 

We are living in a fearful time. News reports ramp up fear to ramp up ratings. When the Corona Virus 

first started to spread you got the impression that the virus was going to spread like a wild fire and 

that millions of Americans were going to die. Our governor is afraid to reopen our state, afraid a  

second wave may be worse than the first. Private citizens are afraid that if we don’t reopen soon we 

are going to be living in the second great depression in our nation’s history. It seems like everyone is 

afraid of something. How do we find peace in the face of fear?  

 

What is peace anyway? Many people think of peace as the absence of conflict. That means peace is 

often won in a battle. The battle may be between individuals, political parties or nations. This  

Memorial Day weekend we remember and give thanks for those who won the peace for us. Many 

times a “Peace Keeping Force” is sent in to keep the peace after the war is over. Jesus won Peace for 

us on the cross. But instead of sending a Peace Keeping force, God sends us His Holy Spirit to give 

us peace.  

 

God’s peace is very different. It is much more than the absence of conflict. It is the description of how 

God created life to be. Peace is the harmonious relationship between people and with God. Peace is 

the gift of God, the product of the Holy Spirit working in the lives of God’s people.  

 

God’s Spirit working in us makes the difference. We can see that in the examples of some of the  

citizens of Jerusalem taken into captivity by the Babylonians. Four young men were selected for  

special training to enter into the king’s service. They were given food from the royal court that had 

been sacrificed to idols or was considered unclean by the Jewish laws. Because the Lord was with 

them, they were not afraid to ask for a simpler diet. Permission was granted and God blessed them.  

 

Three of those young men refused to bow down and worship an idol. When the King ordered them to 

obey his command or be thrown into a fiery furnace they said, “If we are thrown into the blazing  

furnace, the God whom we serve is able to save us. He will rescue us from your power, Your  

Majesty. 18 But even if he doesn’t, we want to make it clear to you, Your Majesty, that we will never 

serve your gods or worship the gold statue you have set up.” (Daniel 3:17-18) God saved them from 

the fire. The fourth refused to pray to the king and was thrown into a den of lions. But God protected 

him. The next morning Daniel told the king, “My God sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths so that 

they would not hurt me.” (Daniel 6:22) 

 

The Prophet Isaiah wrote about the coming Messiah and called Him “The Prince of Peace.” An angel 

of the Lord announced Jesus’ birth to the Bethlehem Shepherds and said, “Don’t be afraid! I bring 

you good news that will bring great joy to all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has 

been born today in Bethlehem, the city of David!” He was joined by a choir of angels who sang, 

“Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” (Luke 2:10

-11, 14) During His last meal with the Disciples Jesus said to them, “I am leaving you with a gift—

peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or 

afraid.” (vs. 27) Jesus came to restore peace between sinful people and God. God’s peace has the 

power to overcome our fears.  



But the Disciples were afraid after Jesus died. They were afraid they would be next. They were afraid the 

women had made up a story about Jesus rising from the dead. So they were hiding behind locked doors that 

evening following the resurrection when Jesus appeared to them and said, “Peace be with you.” Jesus won 

Peace for us on the cross and gives His Peace as a gift to us. We do not need to be afraid because God’s  

perfect love expels all fear.  

 

Jesus promised the Disciples that they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit would help them 

remember Jesus words and teach them everything they needed to know. The Spirit would change their outlook 

on life. Eleven of the Disciples deserted Jesus after his arrest. But after they received the Holy Spirit, they  

became bold witnesses for Jesus. The New Testament and early Christian writings tell us that ten of the  

Disciples died for their faith in Jesus. John was forced to spend the end of his life in exile because of his faith 

in Jesus.  

 

The Spirit can make us new people too by opening our lives to God. The Spirit gives us Peace with God 

knowing that our sins have been forgiven. We don’t have to live in fear of being punished. Jesus took our guilt 

and shame with him to the cross. They are gone forever. Because we are forgiven by God, we can forgive one 

another.  

 

Because we have Peace with God, we also have the Peace of God. We can bring all of our cares and concerns 

to Him because He does care about us. The peace of God helps us through the storms of life. The peace of 

God is the help and the hope that we need to face the unknown. The peace of God is the gift the world cannot 

give so that we don’t need to live in fear.  

 

The Peace with God and Peace of God make us people of Peace. God’s peace shows in our lives and makes 

the difference in how we live so that. . . 

 
Jesus gives us peace in the face of fear and the unknown. The hope that we have in Jesus will change us, give 

us a new life and never disappoint us.  

We really love others 

We serve and honor others 

We have hope in all situations  

We pray for those who oppose us 

We rejoice with those who rejoice 

We cry with those who cry 

We overcome evil with good 



 

PRAYER 

Lord God, remind us today of the hope that we have in You. Help us to  

remember Your goodness and faithfulness. You have never abandoned us; You have never left 

our side. Even when we turn away or dash off in the other direction, You're always here -- waiting 

for us to come home. Because of You, we have hope for this life. We have hope that our work can 

be meaningful, that our relationships can be healthy, that the earth will one day be fully restored. 

We live in that hope because You have saved us. Help us never to lose hope.  

Amen. 

 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS  
 

We Remember In Our Prayers. . . 
 

Pastor Andy Pronsati as he prayerfully considers the call to Peace 
 

Elly, Evan, Cindy,  Sheryl, Lonnie, Jonah, Amy, Cory, Rachel, Omar 
 

Medical Personnel and First Responders  

   Stephen, Rebecca, Becky, Karen, Erik, Lindsey, Stephanie, Chris, Ericka, Todd &   

   Heidi, Tim, Luke, Mike, Jim, Jeff 
 

Prayers for our Men and Women in the Military:   

    Matt, John, Joe, Connor, Eric  

 

The men and women who have died serving our country 

 

Our Nation in the midst of COVID-19 concerns  

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 

earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we for-

give those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

 

THE BLESSING  

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and give you His peace.   Amen. 

   

CLOSING PRAISE    My Life is In You, Lord  


