
Good Friday Service 

Call to Worship 

Today, we remember and recognize  our need for the Savior.  

We worship the king who humbled himself in obedience to death.  

We cry out to Jesus, who loved us despite our sin.  

We raise our hands to the God who allowed his son to die, so that we could live.  

Tonight, we gather in remembrance -- with deep gratitude and love for our beautiful 

Savior. 

 

Prayer   

The room is darker tonight; our hearts are heavier. We have a deeper understanding 

of the gravity of our sin. The cross is because of us. The crown of thorns was 

because of us. The beatings, the spitting, the lying and the betrayal -- they were all 

because of us. We confess tonight that we, indeed, are sinners. All the wrong we 

have done or ever will do was laid upon you. Thank you for seeing us in our sin and 

loving us. What amazing grace. Amen. 

 

Reading of Psalm 31:1-5  

O LORD, I have come to you for protection; don’t let me be disgraced. 

Save me, for you do what is right. 

Turn your ear to listen to me; rescue me quickly. 

Be my rock of protection, a fortress where I will be safe. 

You are my rock and my fortress. 

For the honor of your name, lead me out of this danger. 

Pull me from the trap my enemies set for me, for I find protection in you alone. 

I entrust my spirit into your hand. 

Rescue me, LORD, for you are a faithful God. 

 

Readings 

Isaiah 53:1-6  The Suffering Servant 

Who has believed our message? 

To whom has the LORD revealed his powerful arm? 

My servant grew up in the LORD’s presence like a tender green shoot,  

like a root in dry ground. 

There was nothing beautiful or majestic about his appearance,  

nothing to attract us to him. 

He was despised and rejected—a man of sorrows, acquainted with deepest grief. 



We turned our backs on him and looked the other way. 

He was despised, and we did not care. 
 Yet it was our weaknesses he carried; 

it was our sorrows that weighed him down. 

And we thought his troubles were a punishment from God, 

a punishment for his own sins! 

But he was pierced for our rebellion, crushed for our sins. 

He was beaten so we could be whole.  

He was whipped so we could be healed. 

All of us, like sheep, have strayed away. 

We have left God’s paths to follow our own. 

Yet the LORD laid on him the sins of us all. 
 

 

Philippians 2:5-11 Imitate the humility of Jesus 

You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 

Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 

Instead, he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position of a slave 

and was born as a human being. 

When he appeared in human form, he humbled himself in obedience to God 

and died a criminal’s death on a cross. 

Therefore, God elevated him to the place of highest honor and gave him the name 

above all other names, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

and every tongue declare that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 

Reading of the Good Friday Account and Silent reflection 

  

Luke 23:13-25  Pilate condemns Jesus Nail #1 

Then Pilate called together the leading priests and other religious leaders, along with 

the people, and he announced his verdict. “You brought this man to me, accusing 

him of leading a revolt. I have examined him thoroughly on this point in your 

presence and find him innocent.  Herod came to the same conclusion and sent him 

back to us. Nothing this man has done calls for the death penalty.  So I will have him 

flogged, and then I will release him.”  



Then a mighty roar rose from the crowd, and with one voice they shouted, “Kill him, 

and release Barabbas to us!”   (Barabbas was in prison for taking part in an 

insurrection in Jerusalem against the government, and for murder.)   Pilate argued 

with them, because he wanted to release Jesus.  But they kept shouting, “Crucify 

him! Crucify him!”  For the third time he demanded, “Why? What crime has he 

committed? I have found no reason to sentence him to death. So I will have him 

flogged, and then I will release him.”  But the mob shouted louder and louder, 

demanding that Jesus be crucified, and their voices prevailed.  So Pilate sentenced 

Jesus to die as they demanded.  As they had requested, he released Barabbas, the 

man in prison for insurrection and murder. But he turned Jesus over to them to do as 

they wished. 

 

Reflection  

 

Luke 23:26-34  Jesus nailed to the cross Nail #2   

As they led Jesus away, a man named Simon, who was from Cyrene, happened to 

be coming in from the countryside. The soldiers seized him and put the cross on him 

and made him carry it behind Jesus.   A large crowd trailed behind, including many 

grief-stricken women.   But Jesus turned and said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, 

don’t weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.   For the days are 

coming when they will say, ‘Fortunate indeed are the women who are childless, the 

wombs that have not borne a child and the breasts that have never nursed.’   People 

will beg the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’ and plead with the hills, ‘Bury us.’  For if these 

things are done when the tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?”  Two others, 

both criminals, were led out to be executed with him.   When they came to a place 

called The Skull, they nailed him to the cross. And the criminals were also crucified—

one on his right and one on his left.  Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t 

know what they are doing.” And the soldiers gambled for his clothes by throwing dice.  

 

    Reflection  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Luke 23:35-43  Jesus and the two thieves Nail #3 

The crowd watched and the leaders scoffed. “He saved others,” they said, “let him 

save himself if he is really God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.”   The soldiers mocked 

him, too, by offering him a drink of sour wine.   They called out to him, “If you are the 

King of the Jews, save yourself!”   A sign was fastened above him with these words: 

“This is the King of the Jews.”  One of the criminals hanging beside him scoffed, “So 

you’re the Messiah, are you? Prove it by saving yourself—and us, too, while you’re at 

it!”  But the other criminal protested, “Don’t you fear God even when you have been 

sentenced to die? 41 We deserve to die for our crimes, but this man hasn’t done 

anything wrong.”  Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 

Kingdom.”  And Jesus replied, “I assure you, today you will be with me in paradise.” 

 

Reflection  

 

Luke 23:44-49  Jesus’ death 

By this time it was about noon, and darkness fell across the whole land until three 

o’clock.  The light from the sun was gone. And suddenly, the curtain in the sanctuary 

of the Temple was torn down the middle.  Then Jesus shouted, “Father, I entrust my 

spirit into your hands!” And with those words he breathed his last. 

When the Roman officer overseeing the execution saw what had happened, he 

worshiped God and said, “Surely this man was innocent.[c]”  And when all the crowd 

that came to see the crucifixion saw what had happened, they went home in deep 

sorrow. But Jesus’ friends, including the women who had followed him from Galilee, 

stood at a distance watching. 

  

Reflection 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+23%3A44-49&version=NLT#fen-NLT-25949c


Affirmation of Faith --- 1 Corinthians 15:3-7  

 

We join with the early Christian Church and confess our faith using the confession of 

faith recorded by the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15. 

 

For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third 

day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas,[b] and then to the 

Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters 

at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then 

he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and last of all he appeared to me 

also. 

 

Prayer   

It is finished, Lord. You have done what you set out to do. You have revealed the 

loving purposes of your Father. You have shown us how to live and how to die. 

It is finished, Lord. In truth, we have finished you, we and others just like us in every 

time and place. You died for our sin, on account of our sin. Our lives must not go on 

as though nothing has happened!  

 

Do not be finished with us, Lord! You gave your life so that we could have another 

chance at ours. Give us, also, the power to make something wonderful of ourselves. 

Shape our wills. Fill our minds. Inspire our imaginations. Direct our deeds, so that the 

lives we live from this day forth be wholly yours. Continue your transforming work 

within us until, when at last we come before you in glory, you will look at us with pride 

and joy and shout, "It is finished!" Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing   

Go with the hope of new beginnings. 

Go with the trust of God’s redeeming love. 

Go with courage and live in the promise of eternal life. 

Go to blossom and flourish in the Good News of Jesus Christ who defeated sin and 

death to give us forgiveness and life. Amen. 


