
Sunday, April 19 2020   

11:00 am Worship   
 

PRE SERVICE MUSIC     

      

WELCOME           Larry Courson, Pastor 

 

OPENING PRAISE     
 

WELCOME     
   

CALL TO WORSHIP       

This is the Good News which we proclaim today:   

Jesus Christ is raised from the dead! 

Walk in the light of His love. 

Live in the light of His teachings and healing mercies. 

Worship the One who overcame death. 

Celebrate the triumph of our Lord. 
    

OPENING PRAISE         
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  -  Pastor 

Lord of resurrection surprises, open our hearts today to the presence of Jesus Christ.   

Erase our excuses for unbelief, and exchange them for a strong witness to the power  

of Your mercy and love.  Give us courage and challenge us to walk the path of discipleship, 

knowing that Jesus goes before us, leading and guiding our steps.  In His name, we pray. 

Amen. 
 

READING OF PSALM 148:1-6 NLT 

Praise the Lord! 

Praise the Lord from the heavens!  Praise Him from the skies! 

Praise Him, all His angels!  Praise Him, all the armies of heaven! 

Praise Him, sun and moon!  Praise Him, all you twinkling stars! 

Praise Him, skies above! Praise Him, vapors high above the clouds! 

Let every created thing give praise to the Lord, for He issued His command, 

and they came into being. 

He set them in place forever and ever.   

His decree will never be revoked. 
   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



FIRST READING   Acts 5:27-42 (NLT)   

  Early Church History.  The Disciples face persecution before the Sanhedrin  

Then they brought the apostles before the high council, where the high priest  

confronted them. 
 
“We gave you strict orders never again to teach in this man’s name!” he said. 

“Instead, you have filled all Jerusalem with your teaching about him, and you want to make us  

responsible for his death!”  But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than any 

human authority. 
 
The God of our ancestors raised Jesus from the dead after you killed him by 

hanging him on a cross.
  
Then God put him in the place of honor at his right hand as Prince and  

Savior. He did this so the people of Israel would repent of their sins and be forgiven. 
 
We are  

witnesses of these things and so is the Holy Spirit, who is given by God to those who obey 

him.”  
 
When they heard this, the high council was furious and decided to kill them. 

 
But one  

member, a Pharisee named Gamaliel, who was an expert in religious law and respected by all the 

people, stood up and ordered that the men be sent outside the council chamber for a while. 
 
Then 

he said to his colleagues, “Men of Israel, take care what you are planning to do to these men! 
  

Some time ago there was that fellow Theudas, who pretended to be someone great. About 400 

others joined him, but he was killed, and all his followers went their various ways. The whole  

movement came to nothing. 
 
After him, at the time of the census, there was Judas of Galilee. He 

got people to follow him, but he was killed, too, and all his followers were scattered.  
 
“So my  

advice is, leave these men alone. Let them go. If they are planning and doing these things merely 

on their own, it will soon be overthrown. 
  
But if it is from God, you will not be able to overthrow 

them. You may even find yourselves fighting against God!” 
 
The others accepted his advice. They 

called in the apostles and had them flogged. Then they ordered them never again to speak in the 

name of Jesus, and they let them go.  The apostles left the high council rejoicing that God had 

counted them worthy to suffer disgrace for the name of Jesus.
  
And every day, in the Temple and 

from house to house, they continued to teach and preach this message: “Jesus is the Messiah.” 

   

SECOND READING  Colossians 3:1-4 (NLT)   

   We are raised to a new life in Christ 

Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights on the realities of heaven, where 

Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right hand. 
 
Think about the things of heaven, not the 

things of earth. 
 
For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 

 
And when 

Christ, who is your
 
life, is revealed to the whole world, you will share in all his glory.  

     

  

  



GOSPEL READING   John 20:19-31 (NLT)    

   Thomas doubts the report and seeks to see the risen Jesus 

That Sunday evening the disciples were meeting behind locked doors because they were afraid of 

the Jewish leaders. Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! “Peace be with you,” he 

said. 
 
As he spoke, he showed them the wounds in his hands and his side. They were filled with joy 

when they saw the Lord! 
 
Again he said, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I am 

sending you.” 
 
Then he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 
If you forgive anyone’s 

sins, they are forgiven. If you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” One of the twelve  

disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin),
 
was not with the others when Jesus came. 

 
They told him, 

“We have seen the Lord!” But he replied, “I won’t believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his 

hands, put my fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side.”  Eight days later 

the disciples were  together again, and this time Thomas was with them. The doors were locked; 

but suddenly, as before, Jesus was standing among them. “Peace be with you,” he said. 
 
Then he 

said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and look at my hands. Put your hand into the wound in my 

side. Don’t be faithless any longer. Believe!”  “My Lord and my God!” Thomas exclaimed. Then  

Jesus told him, “You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are those who believe without 

seeing me.”  The disciples saw Jesus do many other miraculous signs in addition to the ones  

recorded in this book. 
  
But these are written so that you may continue to believe

 
that Jesus is the 

Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE  (Seeds of Faith) 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH   1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (NLT) 

I passed on to you what was most important and what had also been passed on to me.  Christ died 

for our sins, just as the Scriptures said.  He was buried, and He was raised from the dead on the 

third day, just as the Scriptures said.  He was seen by Peter and the by the Twelve.  After that, He 

was seen by more than 500 of His followers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some 

have died.  Then He was seen by James and later by all the apostles.  Last of all, as though I had 

been born at the wrong time, I also saw Him. 

 

OFFERING    
 

MESSAGE SONG 



PRAYER 

Dear Lord, we ask You to be powerfully present in all times of trial, dissolving our doubts and 

strengthening our faith.  Be with us when we are feeling 

overwhelmed by stress and frustrated by events beyond our control.  Forgive us when we make 

mistakes and act in ways that alienate or injure others. 

Bless us when we feel lonely and lost, when we are scared, when weakness 

overtakes us.  Send Your healing into situations of illness, Your peace into the midst of conflicts, 

Your hope into dungeons of despair.  Strengthen our love for the Risen Christ and help us to be-

lieve in Him and rejoice with an  

indescribable and glorious joy. 

  

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS  

Elly, Evan, Ken, Kathleen, Stephanie, Cindy, Meggan, Sheryl 

Medical Professionals & First Responders 

Government leaders 

Peace Call Committee 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.  

  

THE BLESSING—Pastor 

Jesus’ resurrection has changed everything. 

We have nothing to fear.  We are never alone. 

Sin and death will not have the final word. 

We are more than conquerors through Him who loves us and gave His life for us. 

Live in peace, for Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Hallelujah!  Amen. 

   

CLOSING PRAISE      

    

  

   

 

    


