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“I’ll be home for Christmas, you can count on me.” This song from the time of  World War II expresses the hope many people have this time of the year. Where do you plan to celebrate Christmas? That is always a big question for couples that have recently gotten married, for people who have moved away from their home town, and for people who don’t have any family members close by to celebrate with. When I was single, starting out in the ministry, I would end up at as many as three different places on Christmas Day, appetizers the first house, the main meal at the second house, and desert at the third house. At least that was the plan, but it never quite worked out that way. I was always thankful for the families that invited me into their homes to celebrate Christmas with them. 
You may also be asking yourself where do I get that hard to find gift for Christmas? That can be a big challenge when demand is high and supplies are limited. If you find the gift, you have to find the place to hide it until it is wrapped and put under the Christmas tree. 

“Where?” was an important question the first Christmas. The Gospel of Matthew tells us that sometime after Jesus was born, Magi or Wise Men from the East came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have come to worship him.” (verse 2) We don’t know a lot about these men. We don’t know how many came or where they came from. But we do know why they came.

The Star that they saw in the night sky told them that a new king was born in Israel. They were wise or educated men who studied the movement of the stars. When they saw a change in the night sky, it told them a king had been born in Israel. These Wise Men may have been familiar with the ancient Jewish prophecy recorded in Numbers 24:17, “A star will come out of Jacob; a scepter will rise out of Israel.” (Numbers 24:7) Theie journey fulfilled the promise made in Isaiah 60:3, “Nations will come to your light.” 
These Wise Men followed the star to Jerusalem, the capital city of Israel. That was the most logical place to look for a newborn King of the Jews. But it wasn’t the correct place. It wasn’t correct because God’s ways are not our ways. It wasn’t correct because Herod the Great, who ruled under Rome and over Israel, wasn’t a Jewish person himself. It wasn’t correct because God promised that the Messiah would be born in the city of David. 
When Herod heard that the Wise Men were looking for newborn king, he saw this baby as a threat to his throne. Herod didn’t tolerate any threat to his throne. Prior to the arrival of the wise men, Herod had killed his favorite wife and her grandfather, his mother-in-law and brother-in-law, three sons and a High Priest. That explains why everyone else in Jerusalem was afraid when they heard what the Wise Men had asked. 

Since Herod wanted to do away with this perceived threat, he asked the religious experts of his day where the Messiah was going to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel.’” (verses 5-6) Then Herod asked the Wise Men to investigate the situation for him and report back. 
When the Wise Men came to the house where Mary, Joseph and Jesus were staying, they bowed down to Jesus to worship Him. Then they presented Him with gifts fit for a king, gold, frankincense and myrrh. At the conclusion of their visit, they decided to take a different path home. God warned them not to return to Herod in Jerusalem, so they didn’t. The Wise Men followed the Star to Bethlehem and left as changed men. They were really wise. 

But Herod wasn’t so great. Herod is the monster of Christmas. He didn’t leave Jerusalem. He didn’t follow the star. He acted on his fear. He didn’t send a gift to Jesus, Mary or Joseph. Instead when he realized that the wise men had outwitted him, Herod sent his soldiers to Bethlehem to kill all of the baby boys up to two years old. His reign of terror continued. 

Where we celebrate Christmas counts! Herod was afraid to celebrate Christmas so he stayed home, in his palace. He didn’t even give Jesus a chance. He was opposed to him without ever seeing him and did everything that he could to do away with him. There are people like that today. They won’t take a good look at Christ. They are opposed to anything that even remotely represents Christ in Christmas. They do all that they can to remove any Christian symbols from public places or make sure that everything opposed to Christianity has the opportunity to keep people from viewing the nativity. 

The citizens of Jerusalem were afraid of Herod, too. So they didn’t take the words of the Wise Men to heart. They didn’t follow the Bethlehem star. They stayed home and played it safe. How many people will play it safe again this Christmas? Hopefully none of us fall into that category.
Where you celebrate Christmas matters! You won’t find Christ on display in the shopping mall. You can’t find him wrapped up in a blanket of fear. You can’t get a bargain Savior at Amazon.com. You find God’s Son in the incarnation, God gift of himself to us. His name is Jesus. Wise men still seek him.

The Wise Men followed the star. Wise Men still follow the star to Jesus, still bow down to worship Him, still offer their gifts, and still go away changed by their encounter because Jesus gives us the greatest gift of all, God’s gift of forgiveness, love and life. Are you wise enough to follow the light of God’s love to Christ? That is where you need to be if you really want to celebrate Christmas. Amen.
