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One of the places you want to avoid on a golf course is the rough. It is the area the fringe of the course where the grass is allowed to grow taller and the ground is well, “rough.” We all want to avoid the rough spots in life. Some of the rough spots in life come from circumstances out of our control. At other times the rough is the result of our insecurity.

We can feel insecure when we’ve had people tell us that we can’t do something. Negative people can really pull us down. Maybe you were told you couldn’t do much when you were growing up. My Dad was told by his parents that he would never amount to anything, that he would probably end up in jail. Fortunately my Dad didn’t let those words get him down. Instead he was determined to prove his parents wrong. That doesn’t always happen.
Sometimes we feel insecure when we don’t think we can do something we’re asked or need to do. That was the case with Moses. He felt overwhelmed by the call to lead the children of Israel out of slavery in Egypt. He has a list of excuse a mile long of why he could not do the job. Those excuses all went back to his insecurity.

One of the major causes of insecurity for many people is the way the look. Remember the talking mirror in “Sleeping Beauty.” As long as the Queen could look into the mirror and hear that she was the fairest of them all, she was ok. But her insecurity popped out as soon as she was told that she was not the fairest of them all. We may not have talking mirrors, but we have TV sets and movie screens that show us all of the beautiful people in the world. We have exercise and weight loss programs that promise to transform us into one of the beautiful people of the world with a perfect body. Then we look at ourselves and realize that is never going to happen. We can all see our own flaws. We’re either too short or too tall, too skinny or too fat. Feeling insecure about our appearance can cause some real problems.

Sometimes we forget that Satan is our enemy and that he wants to discourage us, to make us feel hopeless, to fill us with self doubt and fear. Why? Because he wants to pull us away from God or prevent us from doing the good things God has planned for us. Satan can also use things like financial losses, personal failures, unrealistic goals and expectations and lack of positive feedback to pull us down. He knows that when we are down on ourselves, we are not looking out for others, we don’t see or realize the opportunities that God places before us. 
When that happens, we need a new perspective on life. Instead of letting the world set the standards for success, we need to listen to the Lord and see life from His perspective. That means realizing that God made us, that He gives us life. We are made in the image of God. You can’t get any better than that. God designed you for a purpose. He doesn’t look at the outside. He looks at the heart. That is why God chose David over his brothers to be the second king of Israel. His brothers had more going for them on the surface, but David was a man after God’s heart. God designed each and every one of us for a purpose. He has a unique plan for our lives. 
God has the right plan for our lives because He knows everything about us. The Psalmist tells us, “O Lord, you have examined my heart and know everything about me.” (Ps 139:1 NLT) Think how amazing that is. If God made us and knows everything about us, He knows what is best for us. He also knows the plan he has for us. His plans may not include money, fame or fortune. You may never be in the list of the sexiest man or woman alive. But has set you up for success. The Apostle Paul wrote, “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10) 

When we walk with the Lord in faith and do the things that He has set out for us to do, we are a success. That is because our self worth is grounded in God’s love. God loves you so much that He sent His Son, Jesus Christ, into the world to rescue you from sin and death. Jesus loves you so much that he paid the price for your sins, forgives you and calls you by name. And the good news about God’s love is this, it lasts forever. Nothing can separate you from the love of God. 

When people put us down, God raises us up. When people say we can’t, God says yes we can with his help because it is not by our personal might or power that we fulfill God’s plan for our lives.. It is by the power of His Spirit. We can do all things through Christ who gives us strength When people say that we will never amount to anything. God says that we are His children, heirs of eternal life. 
The world that puts us down and makes us feel insecure has it wrong. But God has got it right. God tells us in Psalm 139 that we are fearfully and wonderfully made. So when insecurity comes knocking on your door, trying to make your life rough for you, remember 

· God made you for a purpose, created in His image
· God knows all about you. 

· God is ready to help you become the person He made you to be

· God’s Spirit is living inside of you, transforming your life. 

· God loves you unconditionally – your are precious to Him.

One final thought. At one time, Jesus was a teenager. He faced the challenges of growing up, of becoming the Savior of the world. He didn’t say that he couldn’t do it. Instead the Gospel of Luke tells us that “Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and all the people.” (Luke 2:52)  What a great example for us to follow. Jesus can lift us out of the rough and raise us to new heights in His love. 
Next week we conclude the series by looking at how to avoid the out of bounds of compromise. 
