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Was it Colonel Mustard in the Library with the revolver, Miss Scarlet in the Conservatory with the candlestick or Professor Plum in the Kitchen with the knife? If you have ever played the board game Clue, you know what I am talking about. Clue is a game in which players move from room to room in a mansion to solve the mystery of who done it, how, and where. 
There must have been a lot of questions about Jesus in the early Christian community. Luke set out to answer some of those questions when he wrote His Gospel account of the life of Jesus. His Gospel account begins this way:

Many people have set out to write accounts about the events that have been fulfilled among us. They used the eyewitness reports circulating among us from the early disciples. Having carefully investigated everything from the beginning, I also have decided to write a careful account for you, most honorable Theophilus, so you can be certain of the truth of everything you were taught. (Luke 1:1-4 NLT)

Christmas can seem like a mystery at times that people struggle to figure out. So we are going to spend the next three Wednesday evenings looking at the how, who and where of Christmas. We begin to night with the question, “How?” a question asked by at least two people before Jesus was born. 
The first to ask was a man by the name of Zechariah, a priest in ancient Israel. Luke tells us, “Zechariah and Elizabeth were righteous in God’s eyes, careful to obey all of the Lord’s commandments and regulations.” (verse 6) One day, when Zechariah had the privilege of burning incense on the altar at the temple in Jerusalem and offering prayers for the nation, an angel of the Lord appeared to Zechariah and said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah! God has heard your prayer. Your wife, Elizabeth, will give you a son, and you are to name him John.” (verse 13) Then the angel told Zechariah that his son would prepare the way for the coming Messiah. Zechariah’s response was, “How can I be sure this will happen? I’m an old man now, and my wife is also well along in years.” (verse 18) Zechariah didn’t believe this was possible, he doubted the words of the angel Gabriel and asked how? 
How is a big question that many people ask at this time of the year? How am I going to get everything done between now and Christmas? How are we going to be able to pay for everything we buy this Christmas? How can I get out of doing some of the things that I don’t want to do this Christmas? How can I relax and just enjoy the season? There are at least four problems with these types of questions. First they put the focus on ourselves. Second they stress us out. Third they show that we aren’t paying attention to God’s great gift at Christmas. Forth, they show that we are not letting the main thing be the main thing in our Christmas celebrations. 
The second person to ask the question “How?” came six months later. A young, engaged woman by the name of Mary also received a visit from the angel Gabriel. He told her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God! You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus.” (verses 30-31) Mary asked, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.” (verse 34) Mary didn’t doubt. She just didn’t understand how this would be possible? She wanted clarification and Gabriel gave it to her. “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of God… For nothing is impossible with God.” (verses 35, 37)

Zechariah doubted. He forgot how God had given a son to Abraham and Sarah when they were very old. As a result, Zechariah lost his voice and would not be able to speak again until his son was born. But Mary listened, believed and answered, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me come true.” (verse 38) Mary remembered God’s promise to send the Savior. So Mary response was faithful obedience. God kept the promise He made to both Zechariah and Mary. The answer to the question “How?” is that nothing is impossible for God who always keeps His promises. 
How could God do this? He entered our world that first Christmas because He loves us. He entered our world to restore us to God’s world. The God of Christmas is both merciful and just. God’s justice demands that sin be punished. God’s mercy moves Him to be punished in our place, to pay the price for sin. That is why the Christmas story is incomplete without Good Friday and Easter. That is also why the Christmas story is incomplete if we don’t believe it and put our trust in Jesus.
So how do we respond to Christmas? There are several options. We can ignore the whole thing, like many did then and continue to do today. We can become totally distracted by all of the other things going on around us. How many people made the journey to Bethlehem but didn’t see or greet Jesus? How many people will celebrate Santa and never give Jesus a thought? We can respond like Zechariah with doubt. We can respond like Mary with faithful obedience. We can receive the Gift of God’s Son. 
Remember that Christmas is not about every gift under the sun, it is the gift of God’s Son. Although it may be a mystery to some, it is how God set into motion His plan to forgive us, restore us to His family, and give us a new life. How about that! Amen.
