“Thank You!”

Deuteronomy 8:10

Thanksgiving Eve, 2011
Intro: “Dr. G’s Sure Fire Feel Good Remedy” (from Drama Ministry)

Dr. G’s got it right. The one thing that we all need right now is a humble heart giving thanks to God. It’s something that we can all do. The big question is do we do it.

Thanksgiving has to be one of the most traditional days in the United States. Some people call it “Turkey Day” because so many people have turkey on Thanksgiving as part of a long standing tradition. You may start your day tomorrow with “America’s Thanksgiving Day Parade” in Detroit. The Detroit Lions annual Thanksgiving Day game kicks off at 12:30 against the undefeated Green Bay Packers. I’m sure a lot of you will be watching it. Your family may have the tradition of taking the wishbone from the turkey and making a wish.
These are the top four Thanksgiving Day traditions in our country. Many people will be on the road to celebrate Thanksgiving with family and friends. Your family may have a tradition of going to a movie after you eat, to see one of the big holiday season’s new releases. If the stores have their way, you will take advantage of Thanksgiving to do a little on line shopping or to jump in line early for some of the “Black Friday” specials. 

Sometimes people get so caught up in the traditions that they forget the most important part of the day. That is saying “Thank You” to God. Most of us were taught to say “Please” and “Thank You” by our parents. And most of us know what it is like to do something special for another person and have them forget to acknowledge the gift or say thanks.

That is exactly what happened to Jesus. When he was on a trip to Jerusalem and was just outside a village that was on the border between Galilee and Samaria, ten men with leprosy cried out, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!” Jesus listened to their request and told them to go see a priest because the priest were the ones who would examine them, declare them healthy or clean, and give them permission to return to their villages and families. The men did exactly what Jesus told them to do and they were healed. Nine men kept on walking. Only one turned around to give thanks to Jesus. Jesus said to him, “Rise and go; your faith has made you well.”  
Thanksgiving is an act of faith. True Thanksgiving requires that we recognize that everything we have, every good gift comes from God. We can forget to give thanks when we think we’ve earned or deserve everything that we have. But that is not right. Before Moses handed over the leadership of the children of Israel to Joshua, he reminded the people to remember God’s gifts and to give Him thanks. Moses said, “For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land … When you have eaten your fill, be sure to praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you.” (Deut. 8:7-10 NLT)

God has given us a good land too. Not only do we have an abundance of natural resources, but we have freedoms that many people in other parts of the world have never experienced. God has given us many reasons to say “Thank You” to him. But remember, thanksgiving is not a once a year occurrence. God blesses us every day. We need to give him our thanks and praise every day.
If you are going through some tough times, if some things are weighing heavy on your heart, then take these words from Philippians to heart, “Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.” (Phil 4:6 NLT) Martin Rickart was a German Lutheran Pastor in the 1600’s, during the time of the 30 Year War. Things got so bad that he had to perform 50 funeral services in one day. And yet he could write the words to this familiar hymn:
Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,

Who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices;

Who, from our mother’s arms, hath blessed us on our way

With countless gifts of love, and still it ours today.

What an amazing expression of faith and gratitude.
Thanksgiving celebrations don’t always turn out the way we hope. Sometimes the traditions go wrong. Even if your cable goes out and you can’t watch the parade, your dog gets to the turkey before you do, the Lions lose the game or someone else gets to make the Thanksgiving wish, we still have reason to give thanks. We can thank God because His love lasts forever. We can thank God because He forgives us and gives us new life in Christ. We can thank God because nothing will ever be able to separate us from His love. 

At the start of the service today I asked you to write down the reasons you are thankful and put them in the offering basket, to offer our thanks to God. Last Saturday at the All Pro Dad’s Breakfast, I asked the kids and their dads to make an A to Z thanksgiving list. Here is what they came up with: Airplanes. Baseball. Clothing. Dad. ESPN. Family. Grandparents. Health, Ice skating. Jesus. Kids. Lunch. Myself. Nap time. Oreos. Pets. Quiet time. Refrigerators. School. TV. Umbrellas. Vitamins. Work. X-Box. You. Zoo.
Looks like a good list of reasons to give thanks to me. As you celebrate thanksgiving, remember to take the time to say “Thank You” to God. Everything is better when we give Him our thanks and praise. Thank you for being here tonight, for being part of this Thanksgiving celebration. Amen. 
