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Do you ever wonder why elected officials begin running for re-election right after they are installed into office? At least it seems that way to me. People who have political power are very hesitant to give up that power. It doesn’t matter whether they are Republicans or Democrats. Seeing what happens today makes what George Washington did even more impressive. George Washington surrendered his personal power twice. The first time was after leading the colonies to independence by winning the war with Great Britain. The second was when we stepped down as the first President of the United States after serving two terms. Both times he could have easily held onto his position and power, but he didn’t because he knew that true freedom for America demanded that he surrender power. So he retired to his home at Mt. Vernon.
What George Washington did for America, Jesus Christ did for the people of the world. Jesus surrendered His power and glory to give us true and lasting freedom. The first time was when Jesus was born. The eternal, all powerful God left the throne room of heaven for a stable in Bethlehem to be totally dependent on the love and care of two people we know as Mary and Joseph. Galatians 4 tells us, “But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under law.” (verse 4)
The second time Jesus surrendered His power was when He died on the cross. Jesus popularity and political power was at an all time only a few days before. The people gave Him a royal welcome when Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. He could have started a revolution on the spot, but He didn’t, because Jesus didn’t come to defeat the Romans. He came to defeat sin, death and the Devil. He had to die to do that because the wages of sin is death. Philippians 2 tells us, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!” (verses 5-8) Our freedom cost Jesus His life. 

Surrendering our personal power is the key to true freedom. We have to admit that we can’t free ourselves, that we can’t defeat death on our own. God’s law demands perfection. None of us are perfect. We can’t remove the stain that sins puts on us. If you spill coffee on your shirt, you can wash that stain away. But if you put a permanent marker in your pocket and the cap comes off, you’ll never get that stain out of your pants. Sin is like a permanent mark that you get on your clothing, it just doesn’t go away. We are dependent on Jesus Christ to set us free from sin and its consequences. No matter how much we do, no matter how good we look in comparison to others, we can’t take away the stain of our sin. Only God can do that for us. The Lord says to us through the prophet Isaiah, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.” (Isaiah 1:18)
The key to receiving the freedom that Jesus won for us is the Holy Spirit. We can’t make ourselves believe. We can’t force our way into heaven. The Spirit calls us to faith and gives us the new life of faith. “‘Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.” (Zechariah 4:6) Just before returning to heaven, Jesus gave this promise to His disciples, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses.”  (Acts 1:8) That promise was fulfilled 10 days later on Pentecost when the disciples received the gift of the Holy Spirit and were empowered to tell people about Jesus. 

The Lord gives the same Spirit to us. The Spirit helps us to walk with God in faith. The Spirit is the Counselor to guide us to the truth, who shows us the right path to take through life. The Spirit helps us to follow the example of Jesus and walk with others. Unlike most preachers of His time, Jesus went where the people were and walked with them. He met Peter and John on the lake shore, the Samaritan woman at the well, Matthew at the Tax Collectors booth, and the widow of Nain at her son’s funeral. God’s Spirit helps us to the same. The Spirit gives us a different way of looking at people, too. Philippians 2:3 tells us, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.”  There are no exceptions to this, not ex-cons or welfare moms, drug addicts or people covered with tattoos. Everyone we see was created by God and Redeemed by Christ. The Spirit helps us to see them that way. 
What would you ask for if you can have anything you wanted? Would you ask for wealth, power, prestige? When Solomon was given that opportunity, he asked for wisdom to govern the people wisely. God’s Spirit can help us to seek wisdom over power, too. God’s Spirit can show us when gentleness and kindness are better than using personal power to get our way. What good is power if you have to squash people along the way to get it? 
The Spirit shows us that greatness is in service. Jesus lived a life of service and tells us, “The greatest among you will be your servant.” (Matthew 23:11) Jesus sets us free to serve others, to put the good of others ahead ourselves. This is the key to any good relationship, especially in marriage. If one spouse is only looking out for himself or herself and refuses to lift a hand to help the other, that marriage will be in trouble. But if both are looking out for the good of the other and are willing to serve the other, the marriage will be stronger. 

Servants are people who make a difference for the good in the lives of the people around them. Service is not always the same. We don’t all have to serve in the same way. Sometimes people see that something needs to be done and just do it. At other times people recognize the need and work with others to do something about it. Christian servants have banned together to do that when they build hospitals to care for the sick, schools to educate the young, or food banks to feed the hungry. These things don’t always come easily. That is why we need the Spirit to help us continue in faith and not give up. True freedom comes from know that God is at work in our lives and that we are His children. Next week we continue the series on True Freedom as we look at Universal Freedom. Amen. 
