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Some of you are avid golfers. I am not. I’ve only golfed about a half dozen times in my life. Instead of trying to figure out my handicap, I figure I am the handicap on the course. In the few times that I’ve played the game I’ve managed to hit my golf ball into sand traps, into water hazards, into the rough and so far out of bonds that they may never be found. Those are places to avoid on the golf course. They can remind us that there are similar places or attitudes to avoid in life. One is the sand trap of pride.
Pride was the motivating factor behind the building of the Tower of Babel. The people said, “Come, let’s build a great city for ourselves with a tower that reaches into the sky. This will make us famous and keep us from being scattered all over the world.” (Genesis 11:4 NLT) This was probably the world’s first sky scrapper. But it was never completed. Pride kept the people from honoring God. So God prevented the people from completing their tower.
Modern skyscrapers may not be a symbol of success. According to Andrew Lawrence’s “Skyscraper Index,” the world’s tallest buildings have risen on the eve of economic downturns and may be a predictor of economic disaster. This is because skyscrapers are often built when the growth cycle is exhausted and the economy is ready for recession. But this doesn’t prevent developers and politicians from playing the game of architectural one-upmanship. 
Most people think of pride as a good thing. We want to be proud of our families, of the work that we do, of our schools and communities. There is certainly nothing wrong with doing our best. But there is something wrong with misplaced pride. Proverbs 16:18 tells us, “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.”  

Pride can be a very dangerous thing. After all, pride led to the very first sin. Adam and Eve had everything anyone could want or need. They lived in a literal paradise. The place was beautiful. The weather was perfect. The food was incredible. They had a perfect relationship with each other and with God. But it wasn’t enough. When the serpent told them that they could become like God if they ate the forbidden fruit, they will filled with pride and wanted to become like God. When they took a bite, everything changed. 

Their pride came before the fall. Think of what happened. Adam and Eve forgot about God and did their own thing. They put their wants and desires ahead of God. As a result their perfect relationship with God was destroyed. Instead of looking forward to seeing God every day, they tried to hide from Him. Their relationship with each took a real hit too. Adam threw Eve under the bus when he said it was the woman’s fault. He put Eve down by calling her “that woman.” 

Pride can be just as destructive in our lives. Pride leads us away from God. Pride makes us think we can do things without God’s help, or take the credit for the things that we do. Pride causes us to walk away from God and do our own thing. It leads us to think that we are better than others, causes us to look down on others. The Pharisee’s pride motivated him to say, “I thank you, God, that I am not a sinner like everyone else.” (Luke 18:11 NLT) Pride destroys relationships. Pride can prevent us from admitting that we are wrong, apologizing and healing a broken relationship. Pride keeps us from taking the first step to set things right. Pride shows up in our lives as arrogance, selfishness and rebellion. Pride refuses to listen, to apologize or to help. Because pride is self promoting and seeks praise, one of the most dangerous things we can do to someone is offend their pride. 
When it comes to dealing with pride and its consequence, there are some things we need to remember. Pride is one of Satan’s best weapons. Pride led King Saul to think that he could do everything, including taking over the duties of a priest and offering sacrifices when he was told specifically not to do it. Pride led Peter to say that he would die first before deserting Christ after his arrest. Peter not only deserted the Lord, but denied knowing him three times that same night. Pride leads us to believe that we can do more than we are capable of or that our way is better than God’s way. Just as teenage pride can cause kids to ignore their parents, false pride take us down a path that ignores God’s direction and advice.
Even though pride can cause us to turn our backs on God, God always loves us. He never stops loving us. He wants to restore our broken relationship. That is why God promised a Savior to Adam and Eve. That is why Jesus entered our world. It is also why God deals with our false pride. Sometimes he has to humble us to get our attention, to teach us that we can always trust that He is able and willing to help us. People make a lot of promises that they don’t keep. But God always keeps his promises. Even when we fall flat on our face because of our foolish pride, we are never alone. The Lord is always with us. Pride may prevent us from seeing God in our lives, but pride can’t keep God from loving us and being with us. 
So how do we deal with pride?  First we have to realize pride’s presence in our lives. If we don’t admit our false pride, we will continue to have it and all of the consequences it brings into our lives. This is very hard to do because our pride tries to prevent us from admitting we have a problem with pride itself.

The next step is to ask God for forgiveness. Since pride cuts us off from God and leads us down the wrong path, we need to ask God to forgive us, to restore us to His family, and to show us the right way to go. 
Then we can ask for help to turn away from pride. Because God loves us, He wants to make our lives better. Sometimes that means He may have to break us to bless us. He may have to feed us a little humble pie so that we learn to set aside our false pride. Remember God does His best work in our lives in tough times. 
One of the ways that God can protect us from false pride is by building a hedge around us. When I was in 9th grade, my Dad was working on our car before we were leaving for a concert I was in that evening. When Dad hoped into the car with the engine running, the accelerator stuck and the car took off in reverse. Dad was able to make a complete circle across two streets and through two neighbor’s yards without hitting a house, the fire hydrant or telephone poles. He was finally able to stop the car when it hit the hedges in front of our house. The hedges provided protection. One of the best hedges against pride is serving others without looking for or taking credit. True service puts others first and gives glory to God.

We also deal with false pride when we remember God’s help in our lives. God loves us and forgives us. God gives us not only the skills and abilities that we have, but also the health, the strength and the opportunities to use them. 
Finally, stop comparing. When we let pride compare us to others, we can think that we are better than they are. But we are not. We are all loved and created by God. Jesus died on the cross to forgive each and every one of us. Having a newer car, a bigger house or a more prestigious job doesn’t make us any better than anyone else. Pride can also make us envious of what others have and think that we deserve what they have. That is why the 10 Commandments tell us not to covet, to want what someone else has. 
Pride leads us away from God. Humble faith brings us back to God and allows us to walk with Him every day. Let God help you overcome the sinful pride in your life by letting Him live in you. Take these from 1 Peter (5:6) to heart, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.”
Next week we’ll continue our series as we look out for the water hazard of jealousy. I hope you’ll be here. 
