Restoring Peace
Psalm 85:1-9
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After a very long and boring sermon, the parishioners filed out of the church saying nothing to the preacher. Toward the end of the line was a thoughtful person who always commented on the sermons. "Pastor, today your sermon reminded me of the peace and love of God!" The pastor was thrilled. "No one has ever said anything like that about my preaching before. Tell me why." 
"Well," said the parishioner, "it reminded me of the Peace of God because it passed all understanding and the Love of God because it endured forever!" Hopefully that won’t be your reaction to this message today on restoring peace.

The History Channel programs American Pickers and Pawn Starns show our nation’s fascination with old stuff. You can go to a high end store like Restoration Hardware to find treasures from the past that have been restored and put on sale at a premium price. Thanksgiving Weekend, The Muppet Movie brought in over $29 million in box office sales. The movie is all about an attempt to restore and save the Muppet Theater. From the response of movie goers, it looks like a lot of people are glad the Muppets are back. 
People look back with longing, feeling that something precious has been lost. They want a missing treasure to be restored. And so do we! We long for the right light to guide us on the path of life. We want the things that really count to be restored. Maybe one of the things that we need the most in our crazy, conflicted, hectic world is Peace.

That was certainly what the Israelites needed when Psalm 85 was written. The nation had gone through a series of upheavals. Because the people had turned away from God, got caught up in just trying to survive in tough times and begun to worship pagan idols, God punished the nation by sending the Babylonians to conquer Jerusalem and take the leading citizens into exile. But God did not forget about His people or His promises. So he forgave them and allowed them to return home. When the people returned to Israel they were disappointed because it was not what they expected. Something was missing. So the prayed. “Restore us again, O God our Savior, and put away your displeasure toward us.” (verse 4)
The people were praying at the time of Jesus birth. The nation was occupied by the Romans. They prayed that God would restore their freedom and fortunes. Something was missing. It was called Peace. 

Peace seems to be missing in our nation today, too. The Occupy Movement shows that a segment of our society is not content with the way things are and are willing to disrupt life for others in an effort to get what they want. The chaos that took place in some retail stores on black Friday reveal misplaced priorities. People are searching for something, even if they don’t know what it is. One thing many people are missing is peace. Christmas gifts aren’t enough. After the presents are opened, people want to know what is next. I think that is the reason why Christmas day is one of the busiest days of the year at Disneyland and Disneyworld.

Peace isn’t a present wrapped and put under the Christmas tree. Peace is God’s gift. It includes the forgiveness of sins and the restoration of a right relationship with God. The Psalmist wrote, “I will listen to what God the LORD will say; he promises peace to his people.” (verse 8) This peace is not cheap. God has to act in love to restore His people. God made a promise to bless the nations through the line of Abraham. He promised that one of King David’s descendants would rule over God’s people forever. He made a promise through the prophet Isaiah that the Messiah would pay a great price to win peace. “But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5) For God to keep these promise, He had to restore His people to their land. 
The Prophet Isaiah also wrote that the promised Savior from King David’s line would be the Prince of Peace. On the night of his last supper with his disciples, Jesus said to them, “I am leaving you with a gift—peace of mind and heart. And the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don’t be troubled or afraid.” (John 14:27 NLT) Jesus gives us the Peace of God and Peace with God because He paid the price for sin and restores us to God’s family. 

This generous gift of God requires are response. The only way to receive the Peace of God is to turn to him in repentance and faith, to walk with God and trust in His promises. If we mark God’s gift “return to sender” and refuse to open it, we will never know the peace that only God can give. That is why the Psalmist warns us not to turn our backs on God and return to a foolish life that ignores Christ. Amazing things happen when we let God into our lives. The Psalmist wrote, “Love and faithfulness meet together; righteousness and peace kiss each other.” (verse 10) These are not things that you can find in a store. They only come from the Lord.

The treasure that needs to be restored today is the gift of Christ at Christmas, the gift received in gratitude through faith. When Jesus was born, the angels announced, “Glory to God in highest heaven, and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.” (Luke 2:14 NLT) The gift of Peace is God’s gift of Himself. Even in these tough economic times, God give us his love, forgiveness and peace.
Because we have Peace with God and the Peace of God, we can give the gift of peace to those who need it. Extend the gift of love to the rebellious teenager. Practice faithfulness in your marriage and express your appreciation to your spouse. Show righteousness in your school or workplace and treat others with love and respect. Be honest in all that you do. Work for peace in your  relationships, looking for ways to reduce tensions and increase harmony. In other words, follow the advice or Romans 12:18 and “Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.”  If you make the effort to bring peace into your relationships, this may turn out to be one of your best Christmases ever. 

Restore us, O God. Give us the gift of your peace, so that we can share it with others. 
