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People go to great extremes to make a marriage proposal. After finishing a tour of the White House, one man got down on one knee to make his proposal. Another man got a dozen friends to help him with his proposal. They all showed up at a park with black umbrellas on a sunny day, got it line, opened the up their umbrellas that spelled out “Will you marry me?” When his lady friend turned around, he was on one knee holding a ring. A woman who was tired of waiting for her guy to pop the question, backed a cake and put an engagement ring on top.
As creative as proposal can be, they are relatively easy. The big question is how do you restore love when love is strained or even lost? This question doesn’t just apply to marriages. There are times when we need love restored in our families, our friendships, and our relationship with God. The stresses of life, financial problems, demands of our jobs, and interpersonal conflict can put a big hit on our loving relationships. We all know about family feuds and have probably experienced them. Why else would we refer to “In-Laws” as “Out-Laws” or have to deal with sibling rivalry? 
When a relationship goes sour, it is not enough to just say “I love you.” In the musical “My Fair Lady,” Liza Dolittle sings, “If you’re in love, show me.” This is good advice because real love shows itself in action. So the question is what would you do for love? Love ties a 1,000 yellow ribbon around the old oak tree. Marvin Gaye sang that “there ain’t no mountain high enough, ain’t no river wide enough, and no valley low enough to keep me from you.” But what happens when actions don’t match the words? What happens when promises aren’t kept and people don’t come through? Those are the times when love needs to be restored. 
That is where God’s love enters the picture. Psalm 89 describes God this way, “Your unfailing love will last forever. Your faithfulness is as enduring as the heavens.” (vs. 2 NLT) God is love and He acts in love for the good of His people. God made this promise to David, “I will establish your descendants as kings forever; they will sit on your throne from now until eternity.” (vs. 4 NLT) That promise required God to act. He preserved the line of David when the Northern 10 tribes of Israel revolted and divided the nation. He preserved the nation and the Davidic line when the Northern Kingdom fell to the Assyrians. He restored the people to their homeland after the people were taken into captivity by the Babylonians. 
God’s love is unstoppable, unfailing. God’s love is for all people. Whenever someone says that God hates one group of people or another, they are not only wrong, they are lying and are guilty of misrepresenting God. Even though there are inevitable obstacles to love, God is prepared. God will not allow any of the enemies of His people to prevail. His love overcomes fear. The relationship between God and his people will be tested, but will continue because of God’s faithfulness. Knowing this gives us confidence to say with the Psalmist, “You are my Father, my God, and the Rock of my salvation.” (vs. 26 NLT) 

Christmas is the message of God’s love in action for all the people of the world. God’s extravagant live is demonstrated in His willingness to enter our world. God sent His Son into our world even though He knew that Jesus would not always be appreciated, honored or recognized. He didn’t exactly get a warm welcome. The Inn was full and the king tried to kill him. Jesus was greeted with mixed reactions throughout his earthly life. The people welcomed Him and listened to Him. The religious elite resented Him and tried to silence Him. The crowds cheered for Him. The religious court condemned him to death. God knew the risk, but didn’t hesitate. He acted in love to restore us.
Christmas is the gift of God’s Son that makes angels sing, that gets shepherds attention, that starts magi on a long journey, that continues to bless us even today. Jesus is much more than a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. Jesus is the promised King from David’s line who rules over God’s people forever. Jesus is the one who defines love in action by all that He did. Jesus said, “This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” (John 15:12-13 NLT) That is exactly what Jesus did for us and for all people. 
God’s love is an always love. It is the love of a Father for His children. It is the love that says, “I will always be there for you.” Good parents discover very quickly that they are always parents. It doesn’t matter whether our kids are little and we hold them in our arms or they are grown up and living away from home, we can always hold them in our prayers. We are always ready to go to battle for them. Trust me, you don’t want to fight against a mother bear or a father bear. 

God’s love is always there for us. It is too easy to mistakenly talk about the things that God has done for us in the past, and forget that He is active and acting on our behalf today. He is. God loves us today. God forgives us today. God’s Spirit lives in us today. God’s Word is our guide today. God doesn’t promise us that we won’t have to deal with stresses in our lives or that we won’t face any dangers. But He does promise to be with us and to help us. God’s love prevails over the evil that works against us. 

It is the love of God that we need to restore the love in our lives and our relationships. Because Jesus loves us, we can love one another. His love has the power to renew and restore our love. That doesn’t mean that God wants us to sweep the problems in our relationships under the rug. That doesn’t work. He wants us to deal with them head on. That is exactly what He did for us. Jesus dealt with our sin, guilt and shame on the cross. He can help us deal with the hurts, the guilt and the shame that undermine our relationships. Love is restored when sins are confessed and forgiveness given. Because Jesus forgives us, we can forgive one another. 

Jesus entered our world to restore us to a right relationship with God and with one another. Jesus love is new for us every day. His love will never weaken or diminish over time. Because His love lasts forever, He can help us show love to others. I can’t think of a better Christmas gift that we can either give or receive. Amen.
