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Jesus was a man on a mission. Everything He did had a purpose. Just a short time before entering Jerusalem to complete His mission, Jesus told Zacchaeus that “the Son of Man came to seek and save those who are lost.” (Luke 19:10 NLT). Jesus accomplished His mission.
How many people or businesses succeed in fulfilling their missions? Sometimes it is hard to see the connection between a business and its mission. Some missions are more important than others. Can you connect these mission statements with the correct companies?

· “To inspire and nurture the human spirit” is Starbuck’s.
· “To Refresh the World... in body, mind, and spirit” is Coca Cola’s.
· "To make the world's information universally accessible and useful" is Google’s
Do you know what your mission is in life? What is the Christian’s mission? Your answer to that question depends on your relationship with Christ. Are you a fan or a follower? Jesus had a lot of fans when He entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. He still has a lot of fans today. About 75% of Americans claim to be Christian. A lot of people know about Jesus, even though many of them don’t know much about him. Many people say that they believe in Jesus, but how many are committed to following Him? 

Jesus doesn’t want fans, he wants committed followers. Jesus told his disciples at the Last Supper, “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—the Spirit of truth.” (John 14:15-17) We could say that this is the mission Jesus gives to His disciples. There are three key parts to this mission: Love Jesus. Follow Him. Receive the Spirit. 
The first part is to love the Lord. There is one reason we can love God. 1 John 4:19 tells us, “We love because he first loved us.” God loves us first. Because Jesus loves us, He came into the world to find us and to save us. Love calls for a commitment. Fans don’t make any real commitment. How many Red Wing fans  stopped watching the Stanley Cup playoffs after they  lost to San Jose? How many fans stop going to games when their teams have a losing record? 
The first part of the Christian’s mission is to love the Lord God. The first command says, “You shall have no other gods before me.” (Exodus 20:3) Jesus said that the greatest commandment is to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.” (Matthew 22:37) This type of love calls for a total commitment. It is more than just knowing about the Lord. It is a commitment that shows in answering the Lord’s invitation to follow Him. 

Fans follow from a distance. Disciples walk with the Lord. Noah was a righteous man who walked with God when no one was doing it. Joshua encouraged the children of Israel to walk with God after they had entered the Promised Land. The prophet Micah wrote, “He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8) Jesus says, “Follow me.”
When we follow Jesus, we let Him lead the way. So that means that we keep His commands. Faith comes first. Faithfulness and obedience follow. Far too many Christians look ok on the surface, but their faith is not alive. They suffer from the same disease the Christians in Laodicea have in the book of Revelation. Their faith isn’t hot or cold. It is lukewarm. That happens because too many people want to place limits on God in their lives. They want God to love them, but not to change them. They want God to help them, but not to correct them. So when it comes time to define their relationship with the Lord, they settle for being a fan instead of a follower. 
God doesn’t want us to just be fans. He wants followers. That is why Jesus promised to send the Holy Spirit to His disciples, His followers. God’s Spirit lives in and flows through us. The Spirit gives us power to become the people God designed us to be. It is easy to get the wrong impression that God wants us all to be the same and do the same things. That is not true. We are all different, unique individuals. We have our own unique relationship with the Lord. 
God gives us the Spirit to help us grow in faith, to walk with Him. But since we are all different, we can’t and shouldn’t do the same things. If you’re not a morning person, I don’t recommend that you get up early in the morning to read the Bible and pray. That works for me, but may not for you. On the other hand, just because you like to journal about your faith and life, don’t ask me to do that. I’m just not going to do it. We are each unique and have our own unique needs. If you give a cactus the same amount of water you give a bamboo plant, it will drown. If you limit the bamboo plant to the water a cactus needs, it will shrivel up and die. 

God places His Spirit inside each one of us to guide us to the truth. The Spirit calls us to faith and transforms our lives. The Spirit gives us love that replaces hatred, joy that overcomes fear, peace that calms anxiety. The Spirit gives us the unique gifts that we need to follow the Lord and work for the good of others. The Spirit is the power source for the Christian life. 
When God’s Spirit lives in us it shows. If you bump a glass of water, water spills out. If you bump a glass of milk, milk spills out. If you bump into a Jesus fan, you have no idea what will spill out. But if you bump into a true follower of Christ, His love and forgiveness, Spirit and peace should spill out because what spills out reveals what is on the inside.

It is not easy being a Christian today. But with the Lord help we can love the Lord because he first loved us. We can accept His invitation and follow Him in a life of faith and faithful obedience. And we can receive the Lord’s Spirit and let Him empower our lives. Amen. 

