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Are you a gambler, someone who is willing to take a risk? That’s what gambling is really all about, putting something on the line in hope of getting something bigger in return. Gambling doesn’t just happen at Casinos or when people buy a Lottery Ticket. People take chances all the time sometimes without know who the person on the other end of the deal may be.
Would you make a deal with the Devil? The entertainment industry loves to use deals with the Devil as a theme. Charlie Daniels has a song called “The Devil Went Down to Georgia.” Could the fiddler our fiddle the Devil? Classic movies like “The Devil and Daniel Webster” to more contemporary movies like “Ghost Rider” have people making a deal with the Devil to get something they want. Even the animation “The Little Mermaid” has Ariel making a deal with the sea witch Ursula to sell her voice for a chance to meet the human prince she loves from afar.
Most of us aren’t looking to make a deal with the Devil. But how many of us are looking for a way to get rich quick or to be successful without having to put in a lot of hard work. In our quick fix culture, many people are looking for the easy way to an easy life and are willing to make compromises, or deals to get what we want. But do we know who we are dealing with?
If you think your life is challenging, think about Jesus. He was literally born to die. That was the only way He could fulfill His mission of paying the price for the sins and opening the gates of heaven. The last thing the Devil wanted was for Jesus to fulfill His mission. If misery loves company, then the Devil want’s as much company with him as possible in hell for all eternity. 
So the Devil tried to make a deal with Jesus. It happened right after the start of Jesus ministry, when he was baptized by John the Baptist. Jesus had spent 40 days in the wilderness getting ready to launch his ministry. The Devil came to Jesus in the wilderness to see if He was willing to compromise, to take a shortcut, to settle for something else. Jesus was 30 years old at the time. He heard the people talk and knew that they were anxious for the promised Messiah to come. He also knew that they hoped the Messiah would bring them a time of prosperity. So the Devil said to Jesus, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” (Matthew 4:3) Would Jesus listen to the public opinion polls, serve Himself  and step into the role of the Bread King the people wanted? No! Jesus quoted the Old Testament and said, “It is written: ‘Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” (vesre 4) Then the Devil offered Jesus another way to gain the hearts of the people. He took Jesus to the top of the temple and challenged him to entertain the people by putting on show. Jump from the top of the temple and land safely on your feet Jesus. The people will love it and listen to anything you have to say. Again Jesus told the Devil, No Deal! Finally the Devil showed Jesus the kingdoms and wealth of the world and offered to Jesus if He would only bow down to him one time. Jesus answer was “No Way!” Jesus refused to make a deal with the Devil.
But the Devil wasn’t done yet. So when Jesus took His disciples to Caesarea Philippi at the foot of Mt Hermon, he asked his disciples what people were saying about him and found out that they really thought Jesus was something. Then Jesus asked the disciples for their opinion and Peter said that was the promised Savior. This was the first time that any of the disciples had the faith and the courage to confess their hope in Jesus. 
As strange as it may sound, the Devil chose this place and time to try to trip up Jesus. The Devil tried to used Peter to prevent Jesus from fulfilling His mission. After Peter’s confession of faith, Jesus began to explain his real mission to the disciples and told them, “that it was necessary for him to go to Jerusalem, and that he would suffer many terrible things at the hands of the elders, the leading priests, and the teachers of religious law. He would be killed, but on the third day he would be raised from the dead.” (Matthew 16:21 NLT) Of course Peter didn’t want to hear this and immediately began to object. So Jesus said to Peter, “Get away from me, Satan! You are a dangerous trap to me. You are seeing things merely from a human point of view, not from God’s.” (verse 23) The Devil was literally in Peter’s objection. Even though Peter was one of Jesus’ closest friends, He would not let him stand in the way of the cross. Peter had to understand that his plans were not God’s plan and that he could not stand in Jesus’ way. Jesus wasn’t about to make a deal with the Devil, even if he was speaking through one of his closest friends. 
Jesus doesn’t want us to make a deal with the Devil either. We have to remember that the Devil is sneaky. He is a deceiver. He wants to trick us into making a deal with him, into making unnecessary compromises, taking short cuts, allowing other things to become the focus of our attention. So we have to be on our guard. And we have to be ready to ask for the Lord’s help to overcome temptation. He will help us if we ask. But we don’t always ask. When we fail and fall, we also need to turn to Jesus for forgiveness and another chance. After all Jesus never did make a deal with the Devil. He defeated the Devil and put him in his place on the cross..
Instead of making deals with the Devil, Jesus calls us to action, to step out in faith. Remember what Jesus said, “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me.” (verse 25) Discipleship is active. Following Jesus means taking a risk, placing your life in His hands. But it is a risk worth taking because the things that we gain in this world don’t last. Jesus went on to ask, “And what do you benefit if you gain the whole world but lose your own soul? Is anything worth more than your soul?” (verse 26) Nothing is worth more than you soul. 
So what’s it going to be, deal or no deal. We have to decide every day, probably many times every day, who we will serve. The Devil’s way may sound easier or more attractive, but it never works out. Following Jesus is not easy, but it is definitely worth it because it is the only path to eternal life. The choice is yours. Make the right choice!

