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A golfer would you never try to play 18 holes with only one golf ball. You can hit a ball out of sand trap or out of the rough. You might even be able to retrieve a ball from shallow water. But a ball hit out of bounds is a different story. The last time I played golf my longest drive went so far out of bounds into a woods that its probably still there. I knew I was never going to find it. 

Compromise can be like hitting a ball out of bounds. Compromise is dangerous because it hides just below the surface so you don’t see the temptation coming. We’re tempted to make compromises when we want to avoid conflict. We bend our standards a little if we want people to accept us. We put up with unacceptable demands to keep our jobs. We think things will be ok if no one ever finds out. Or we think one little white lie won’t lead to another, but it usually does.

Compromise never reveals its destructive power. It didn’t to King Solomon. God told Solomon not to do business with other nations. But he didn’t listen and imported horses from Egypt. No big deal? Wrong! After opening the door to compromise, Solomon couldn’t shut it. After that he married women from pagan countries in attempts to form political alliances. Instead of obey God’s command to have only one wife, he had a whole harem. Then instead of remaining faithful to God, Solomon also build temples to the pagan gods of his foreign wives in Jerusalem. 

That first compromise was only the start of a long slow fall that led Solomon away from God. It can do the same to us. It might start by deciding not to leave your friends at home on a Sunday morning, so you skip church. Then you decide you’re too tired after being out late one Saturday night, and sleep in. Before long you stop worshipping the Lord on a regular basis, you don’t take time to read the Bible or pray. And then you wonder why things are going wrong in your life. Could it be because your compromise led you on a slow drift away from God? 
When we are out of touch with God, we lose track of how He wants us to live. We let our feelings or emotions take control or follow the lead of people around us instead of following the  Lord. As a result, we don’t do God’s will. 

Compromise comes in many different forms. We compromise our morals when we agree that homosexual marriage and abortion are social issues, not moral issues. When we listen to music with foul language or watch so called adult entertainment, we’re making compromises that will have a negative effect on us. When we give God and charities our financial leftovers, instead of giving first to the Church and to help others, we are making a compromise. When we gossip, use profanity, or take God’s name in vain, we are compromising. When we yield to social pressure to fit in, we’re making a compromise. When we disregard God’s or fail to stand up for what we believe in order to get along with others, we’re making a dangerous compromise. 

Think about what happens when we make those kinds of compromises. First of all our character is weakened. It can be hard to lie the first time. But after you do a few times, it comes a whole lot easier. If you make promises that you never keep, people won’t trust you. Compromises weaken your faith. It happened to Solomon after buying the horses from Egypt. It happened to David after looking down on Bathsheba from his roof top. It happened to Judas after he started taking a little money for himself out of the disciple’s treasury. And it can happen to us when we make compromises that lead us away from God and His will. When that happens, it weakens our Christian witness. How many times have you heard someone say that they don’t go to church because it is full of hypocrites? When we check our Christianity at the door of the church and fail to follow Christ through the week, our witness is shot. Christians aren’t perfect. We need God’s love and forgiveness. But if we only pretend to be Christians and compromise our faith, we do a disservice to the people around us who see Christ and Christianity through us. 
That is why God gives us His Holy Spirit to lead us into the truth and to warn us when we start to stray. If something you are doing causes you to feel guilt or shame, God’s Spirit is warning you. God doesn’t want us to drift away from Him. He wants us to stay connected to Him. So those feelings of guilt are designed to call us to repentance and turn us back to Him. After all, nothing is worth the compromise that leads us away from God. 

So how do we deal with compromise? If you’ve been making compromises that are leading you away from God, confess them and ask God to forgive you. If you don’t, your compromises will lead you further and further away from the Lord. When you do, it is like God gives you another golf ball to replace the only one you had and lost. His love and forgiveness give us a second chance at life. Then take some time to talk with God in prayer. Prayer is our part of a conversation with God. Prayer is opening our lives to God and inviting Him in. 

When you are praying, ask God to help you not only make time to listen to Him speak to you in His word, but also to take His Word to heart. You’ll never know how God wants you to live if you never listen to His Word. His word is the lamp to guide us down the path of life. As you read and study God’s Word, ask Him to reveal his will to you. God’s will is not for you to be unfaithful to your spouse because someone else makes you happy or for you to get rich at another person’s expense. God can reveal His will to you if you’ll let him. 
When we focus on the Lord and expect Him to work in our lives, He can do great things through us. When we focus on the Lord, we are less likey to make a compromise that will lead us away from Him. When we expect God to work in our lives, we can draw on His strength to say no to compromise, to avoid drifting out or bounds and away from Him. God is ready and willing to help us. Let Him make the difference in your life.

Next week we are beginning a new series on “True Freedom.” As we celebrate our declaration of independence as Americans, we will look at our declaration of dependence on God’s love and forgiveness as Christians. I hope you’ll be here. If you’re not, have a great 4th of July celebration wherever you go. And remember to take time to thank God for the freedoms that we enjoy as Americans. 
